
 
 

English National Ballet Philharmonic come together 
for virtual rendition of Swan Lake 

Theatres across the country may have gone dark and shows have stopped for now but the 
English National Ballet Philharmonic are proving that the music can live on.   

Thirty-eight members of the orchestra ‘got together’ to perform an extract from 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake under the virtual baton of English National Ballet’s Music Director, 
Gavin Sutherland. 

Gavin collated videos, which each of the musicians filmed at home, and produced the uplifting 
video which English National Ballet has shared on their online channels today. 

Gavin said: “In these uncertain times the wish of an orchestra and its musicians is just to be 
together and play together. I hoped that providing a platform for our orchestra to work together at 
a distance would show that music will always unite and bring warmth and happiness even at the 
most difficult of times." 

See English National Ballet Philharmonic performing the special working from home version 
of Swan Lake here, as well as other great ballet content from the Company on their YouTube 
channel. 

www.ballet.org.uk/enb-at-home 
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Notes to Editors 

English National Ballet is a National Portfolio Organisation supported by Arts Council England.  

For further information and images, please contact Laura Nixon, Senior Press Officer, on 
laura.nixon@ballet.org.uk or 02075902933 
 
Notes to Editors 
About English National Ballet  

English National Ballet has a long and distinguished history. Founded in 1950 as London Festival 

Ballet by the great English Dancers Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin, it has been at the forefront 

of ballet’s growth and evolution ever since.  

 

English National Ballet brings world class ballet to the widest possible audience through 

performances across the UK and on eminent international stages including The Bolshoi Theatre 

and Palais Garnier; its distinguished orchestra, English National Ballet Philharmonic; and being a 

UK leader in creative learning and engagement practice, building innovative partnerships to 

deliver flagship programmes such as English National Ballet’s Dance for Parkinson’s. 

 

Under the artistic directorship of Tamara Rojo CBE, English National Ballet has introduced 

ground-breaking new works to the Company’s repertoire whilst continuing to honour the tradition 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=JHPSxdLqx2k
http://www.ballet.org.uk/enb-at-home
mailto:laura.nixon@ballet.org.uk


 
 
of great classical ballet, gaining acclaim for artistic excellence and creativity. 2019 saw English 

National Ballet enter a new chapter in its history with a move into a purpose-built state-of-the-art 

home in East London which brings a renewed commitment to, and freedom for, creativity, 

ambition, and connection to more people, near and far, than ever before. 

www.ballet.org.uk 

About Arts Council England 

Arts Council England is the national development body for arts and culture across England, 

working to enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the arts, museums and 

libraries – from theatre to visual art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to 

collections. Great art and culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves 

and the world around us. In short, it makes life better. Between 2018 and 2022, we will invest 

£1.45 billion of public money from government and an estimated £860 million from the National 

Lottery to help create these experiences for as many people as possible across the country. 

www.artscouncil.org.uk  
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